NOW   OR   NEVER

an unpleasant affair of honour with the Prime Minister.
There had presumably been some intermediary between 10
Downing Street and the Italian Embassy. Keen journalists
extracted from the cupboard the robust skeleton of a distin-
guished colleague. Lloyd George warned Eden not to be * too
good a boy ', and once again as father to son made it clear that
people were looking out for a young man of intelligence
and ideals to lead them forward. Lloyd George was con-
vinced that Eden had the gift.

At the height of the personal exchanges between Lloyd
George and Chamberlain, Eden made a quiet intervention.
The specific charge was thgt a telegram from Grandi arrived
on Sunday morning. There was a Cabinet on Sunday after-
noon and the telegram was not there. What was the explan-
ation? Chamberlain rose immediately in a tumult of cheers
and counter-cheers. * Unofficially, Count Grandi communi-
cated the contents of the telegram to me on Sunday, and I
communicated them to the Cabinet.' At which, Eden rose to
clarify the position. The atmosphere was electric. * At the
time of my resignation I had received no official information
whatever from the Italian Government. It is true the Prime
Minister told me he had received such an intimation.
Nothing reached the Foreign Office while I was Foreign
Secretary. If it had, of course, it would have made no differ-
ence to my decision.* Eden had indirectly made his point.
Grandi had been negotiating contrary to accepted custom
over the head of the Department to which he was accredited.

How far this action constituted a threat is still unknown,
but Eden is confident that when all the facts are revealed his
interpretation of events will be upheld.

The reactions of the world's Press were profuse. Those
"papers that were not principals in the dispute and were re-
moved by oceans from the troubled scene were, for the most
part, pro-Eden. The French Government, People, and Press,